
Mrs. Henderson’s Grade 3 September Newsletter 
Welcome Back! 

I hope everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable summer! The students have done 
an excellent job re-adjusting back into school mode and I can tell already we are 
going to have a great year together. 

If you ever have any questions or concerns regarding your child please do not 
hesitate to contact me. I strongly believe that home and school communication is 
an essential component to student success.  

What we are learning in Grade 3! 

Language 
The first few weeks will be primarily spent establishing our daily routines for our 
literacy centres (Daily 5 and C.A.F.E.) and our Writers Workshop program. 
Taking time at the beginning of the year to reinforce these routines frequently 
leads to a smooth running literacy program for the rest of the year. 

Reading 
- Establishing literacy centre routines and procedures 
- D.R.A. assessments to determine student reading levels 
- Visualizing while we read or are being read to 

Writing 
- Working on developing ideas for our writing using graphic organizers 
- Learning how to effectively organize our writing 
- Establishing Writers Workshop routines and procedures 
 
How you can support this learning 
-Encourage your child to pick “good fit” books using the IPICK system we have 
learned in class. Reading “good fit” books helps students gain confidence and 
improve their reading ability.  
-Have your child read for 20 minutes every night. Practice makes perfect! 
Reading before bed is a great way to fit this in to a busy schedule.  
-Remind your child to “check for understanding” frequently throughout their book 
in order to maximize comprehension (understand what they are reading).   
-Encourage writing at home. This may include having your child help you write 
your grocery list, write a letter to a friend, or keeping a journal.  
 
Math 
- Using the JUMP math program, we are learning about patterns!  
-Identifying and continuing number patterns using addition and subtracting (e.g. 
3,6,9,12 and 16,12,8,4) and identifying the “difference” between two numbers. 
-Growing, shrinking and repeating patterns and identifying a pattern rule.  
-Learning problem solving strategies to effectively solve math word problems. We 



will be reviewing the C.U.B.E.S steps to help us understand what the question is 
asking us as well as learning a variety of problem solving strategies (draw a 
picture, make a chart, look for a pattern, etc). We will be doing one problem a 
day for math bellwork and will have a problem solving focus day every Friday! 
                                

Science 
-We are currently studying Forces that cause movement. Throughout the month 
of September we will be looking at forces that cause movement, including 
contact forces (push and pull) and non-contact forces (magnetic and 
gravitational). We will be exploring the effects of forces and how they cause 
objects to move. 

Helpful Websites 

For spelling practice www.spellingcity.com 
For Math Games http://www.mathplayground.com/ 
Science Forces Causing Movement Game 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/10_11/forces_action.shtml 

Important Dates and Reminders 

Tuesday September 9- School Council Meeting 6:30 PM 
Wednesday September 10- Meet the Teacher Night 6:00 to 7:30 PM 
Friday September 26th- Mustang Rodeo Day 
Thursday October 2nd- School trip to Ripley’s Aquarium 
Pizza Days will be every Friday. $1 a slice

Looking forward to a great month! 
- Jenn Henderson 

 

                        


